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o ©CCASIONED 


By the DEATH of the 


| Rev. ZECHARIAH HUBBARD, 


LATE 6 


PASTOR of the CHURCH of CHRIST, 


AT 
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WHO DEPARTED THIS LITE, JANUARY 53 1794. 


By DAVID FORD, | 
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THAT: portion of the word of God, 
which the neareſt relations of our de- 
parted Friend and Brother, have at this 
time requeſted me to diſcourſe upon, you 
will find recorded, in the firſt chapter of 
Zechariah and fifth verſe— | 


Your fathers, where are they? and the pro- 
phets, do they liue for ever 8 


The connection in which theſe words 
preſent themſelves to our notice, is of a 
very intereſting nature; and in order to 
form proper conceptions of them, the ſtate 
and ſituation of the Church, at the time 

X B this 


4 1 


this prophecy was del ivered, is neceſſary 
to be underſtood, Under the old diſpen- 
ſation, the Church was confined to the 
Jewiſh nation: at firſt, the family of Abra- 
ham vas ſelected from the world at large; * 
and by poſitive rites and ceremonies, intro 
duced among them under the fandion? of 
God himſelf, they became a ſeperate peo- 
ple. After this, He, in his infinite wiſdom, 


while they conſiſted of only threeſcore and 


ten perſons, ſent them into Egypt ; where 
they were afflicted for the ſpace of two. 
hundred years: at the cloſe vf which; God 
brought them out of bondage; led them 
through the wilderneſs; preſerved: them 
from their enemies; and, in his on due 
time, brought this highly-favoured: people 
into the promiſed land, which he gave to 
them for an inheritance. After they were ſet- 
tled in Canaan, he gave them Judges, for the 
ſpace of four hundred and fifty years, un- 
til the days of Samuel the prophet. Dur- 
ing the days of David, the Moſaic Ritual 
ſeems to have been reduced to its full prac- 
tice; but its moſt perfect ſtate was in the 
N of * under whom the Jewiſh 


nation 


131 
earthly grandeur it ever experienced. This 
was of à very ſhort duration: they ſoon 
turned their backs on God; and he al- 
o forſock them: and When the purity af 
that worſhip, which he had introduced 
among them, was almoſt obſcured by idola- 
try, they were given up to their enemies 
and ſent into Babylon. The hiſtory of this 
event, you have recorded in the 2d Book 
of Chronicles, göth chap. from the 1gth 

verſe to the end, which I mention as a. n. 
e ee x text. Lo- 


etwa in m part offered lee E: 
an affecting relation given us, of the low | 
eſtate to which the Church was reduced 
ſhe had rejected the meſſages; which God 
ſent her; and He, therefore, juſtly offended, 
gave her up into the hands of her enemies, 
who. carried her away captive to Babylon; 
where they continued for the ſpace of ſe- 

venty years, being the time which God in 
his Providence had appointed them; and 
at the cloſe of which, the remarkable and 
Nn decree of Cyrus, went forth, 


and 


[6] 


_ EDEN proclaimed to the captives. 
In conſequence of this favourable event, 
many of the Jews returned to Jeruſalem, 
and began to build the temple of the Lord. 
In this undertaking, they had many obſta- 
cles to encounter with; for beſides the 
length of the journey, and the fatigues 
they endured, their inveterate enemies op- 
poſed them: and by falſe repreſentations, 
procured a decree, that the temple ſhould 
not be built: this is evident from Ezra iv. 
23. 4. who informs us; that the enemies 
of the Jews having procured a decree, went 
up in haſte to Jeruſalem, and made. them to 
2 by force and by pouer. Then ceaſed the 
work of the houſe of God which is at Feruſa- 
lem. So it ceaſed unto the. fecond year ane 
pack e pech ae. eee Nat heil och 


- The aflitive 4 * the Church, en 
tin was truly painful: yet the Lord was 
mindful of his people, and at this very ſea- 


ſon ſent his prophets unto them: and 


though they had formerly deſpiſed his meſ- 
ſengers, yet he was ſtill compaſſionate 
Ti _ the prophets, Hagar the prophet, and 

| Zechariab 


1 

Zecbariab the ſon of Iddo, propbęſied unto the 
Jeu, that were in Fudah and Feruſalem,. in 
_ the name of the God of 1ſrael.*— This event 
took place about eighteen years after the 
decree went forth n m"—_ to ban the 
PIR r e . e de 


Theſe 'ob ROY now open the wy: 
for our text, and in order to come nearer to 
it, let us turn to the prophets here ſpoken 
of—Tn the ſecond year of Darius the king, in 

the fixth month, in the firſt day of the month, 
came the word of the Lord by Haggai tbe pro- 
pbet to Zerubbabel the governor of Fudah.\ 
About two months after this, Zechariah was 
alſo ſent with a meſſage to the Church. — 
In the eighth month in the ſecond year of Da- 
rius, 'came'the word of the Lord unto Zecba- 
riab the ſon of: Berachiah," the ſon af. 1ddo the 
prophet, ſaying— Ye Lord hath been fore diſ- 
pleaſed with your fathers—even with thoſe 
who rebelled againſt God, rejected his pro- 
phets and; were ſent into captivity—There- 
fore fay * unto them, thus faith the woes of 


amn v. 1, x Hag 5. 4. | 


hoſts, 


| mer prophets have cried, ſaying, thus faith the 


1%, turn ye unto me, ſaith the Lord of boſts, and 
I will turn unto you, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 
Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the for- 


Lord of hoſts, turn ye noto from your evil do- 
inge; but they did not hear, nor "_ 10 
| _ Faith he Lord. * f 

| bo wth notion elif wv 

_ thin-connePiiph our text Won it- 
bell, as part of Zechariah's prophecy, eigh- 
teen years after the decree of Cyrus went 
forth mg as, of _ 2, ee to an 


ne benschu ee 79% and a te goo 
phets, e e 


Vdur fathers, whids hows; but e | 
hehe) where are they? And the 
prophets who were ſent to 3 do 
_ ber for ever R | 6 


= ſhall now nts to ihe followingeb- 
 ſervations, naturally ariſing from the words 
of our tekt. 
e 


1s] 


+» Eirſt—Thay God hath in his unerring 
Providence, determined an end to all 
the means of Grace, with reſpect to 
thoſe who have 2 ee 
aue where are they: 2 


©. Serondly— That thoſe who «tbr —— 

the honoured inſtruments of deliver- 

ing meſſages of grace and ſalvation, 

are not always to be continued in chat 

1111 2 the POR they 
Aue. for ever? | 


Feen 
word of life, and thoſe alſo who have 
_ preached it, muſt both give a ſolemn 


e to God. 


'F ul Thet God hath in his unerring 
1 determined an end to all the 
means of Grace, with refpe& to thoſe who 
have enj ue ee nee where are 


they © , 

* Your | 2 once e the means 

ol inſtruction and grace: the. meſſages of 
| als my 


„ 
my ſervants, which I ſent unto them, were 
ſounded in their ears; and the unwearied 
diligence which the prophets manifeſted 
towards them, was at once a diſcovery of 
my compaſſion and forbearance; and alſo 
an evident token of the hardneſs and im- 
penitency of their hearts. When I firſt 
reed your fathers'from Egyptian bondage, 
did not my ſervants warn them of thoſe - 
enemies to whom they were expoſed; and 
did they not exhort them to avoid the 
ſnares laid to entangle them ? Did I not 
maintain a ſpirit of prophecy among them, 
-and did I not ſend my ſervants to point out 
the dangers which idolatry would unavoid- 
"ably bring upon them? Now did they 
hear my ſervants ? Did they turn from 
the error of their ways to ſerve me? No 
they finned 'till there was no remedy, and 
1 gave them up to their enemies, who af. 
flicted and tormented n, 9 


How ng ay you, is the ene 
tion, that finners ſhould reject the counſel 
of God againſt themſelves——Ah ! my 
friends, there were characters among the 

+ Jews 


X 
: «a a „ a a 


| 1 | 
Jews of old, whom our Lord thus ad- 
dreſſes : Woe unto you, ſcribes, and 
phariſees, hypocrites; becauſe ye build 
_ « the} tombs: of the prophets; and garniſh 
«the ſepulchres of the righteous; and ſay; 
* if we had been in the days of our fathers; 
« we would not have been partakers with 
them in the blood of the | prophets; 
« Wherefore, ſaith he, ye be witneſſes un- 
© to-yourſelves*” that ye are the children 
of thoſe, Who have treated the prophets on 
| God, juſt in the ſame manner as NY 
| Mer pathetic is the ab of: our 
Lord, reſpecting the ſtate of Jeruſalem, 
which had accumulated ſo much guilt, on 
account of their violence to the ſervants of 
God: O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that 
« killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt them 
« which are ſent unto thee, how ↄften would 
I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chicken un- 
* der her wings, and ye would not. Be/eb 
«* your houſe is left unto you enen y" 


br N ay ah. xi . 8. 
eres? "ag For 


For non tlöe ſcbme in about to cloſe, aftet 


- "Ware: | 


pleaſed to afford, are bleſſings 

5 neglected. To entertain low ideas of what 
he has appointed, is to contemn his autho- 
rity, and wholly to neglect cheſe bleſſings, 


1 


which no more prophets ſhall be ſent 


thus God determined their end, and none 


could obtain a delay. Ah! my friends? 
Our fathers, where are they p May it be 
never ſaid of us—Behold, your houſe: is 
left unto ycu deſolate! ire ee 


5 e wht we n ee may 


1 


2M G04 is leaſed even in this lh foes 


times to remove the candleſtick out of | its 
place, by taking w_ the external means 


4 o1- 
adi jb Br 
the word of God, in which this has been 
exemplified. Thoſe outward means of di- 
vine ' worſhip and ſalvation, which he 1s 
truly valu- 


is to prove -ourſelves | deplorable and 
wretched, Many, however, have {lighted 
the word of God, and turned their backs 

upon 


L 


upon him, and having rejefted his counſel 
againſt themſelves, his ordinances. and in- 
ſtitutions have in a great meaſure been 
taken from them. Such appear to have 
been the dreadful ſtate of the Jews, previ; 
ous to their being ſent to Babylon. The 
Lord had been exceeding kind and compaſ- 
kGonate, although they had forſaken him, 
and done as wickedly as they could: he yet 
did not immediately deſtroy them ; 6008 
his ſervants to point out their danger, and 
exhort them to return to their God. Some 
of theſe they killed; yet he ſent them other 
meſſengers, whom they continued to mock: 
they deſpiſed the words of his Grace, and 
abuſed his prophets, until the Lord aroſe 
againſt his people, even till there was no 
remedy “. He gave them up to their ene - 
mies, the r- was deſtroyed, Jeruſalem 
laid in aſhes, and the land itſelf made deſo- 
late. The external means of Grace, which 
they had for ſo long a ſeaſon abuſed, were 
now taken away, and themſelves carried 
into captivity. The ſame diſpoſition, even 
allerthey were-cured of their idolatry, Tull 
42 Chron, xxxvi, 14. 
followed 


| 


1 


| followed them down to the timęs of Chriſt. 
They continued to reſiſt the word'of God, 
and to rejetct the meſſages of his Grace, till 
our Lord himſelf uttered that awful threat - 
ning, upon their rejecting him and his mi- 
niſtry Therefore I ſay unto you, the 
* Kingdom of God ſhall be taken from 

you, and given to a nation bringing forth 
* the fruits thereof. This was completely 
executed in the ſinal overthrow of their 
ſtate; when the candleſtick was removed. 
out of its place, the people ſcattered abroad 
throughout the earth; and that light, which | 
they had ſo often: abuſed, with een 2 


ny was Meng e 


5 "Have we, my friends, been more \ Frakes 
ful than the Jews? have we been-more di- 
| ligent in the improvemet of thoſe privileges 
' which ve have ſo long enjoyed? Have we, 
above others, any reaſon to ſuppoſe the 
means of Grace, we now poſſeſs, will always 
_ be continued? alas! we are guilty in the 
fight of God, as well-as the Jews; though 
perhaps 1 in a different manner. Hath he 

1 Matt. Ai, gg. * 

ew” 


E 
not {allo 1 againſt us? Have we 
never, in any inſtance, ſet up worldly max - 
ims and human authorities, in oppoſition 
to the word of God? Have we always main- 


tained a fervent and ſtedfaſt zeal for the 
words of the prophets and apoſtles, what- 
ever might be the erroneous. opinions of o- 
ther men? might it not be aſked with reſ-. 
pett to us, Your fathers, where are they ? 
Let us, my brethren, apply to ourſelves, the 
divine admonition and warning here given, 
But my words and my ſtatutes, which I 1 
'*, commanded my ſervants the prophets, did 
5 they not overtake your fathers?” 


2. The external. means, N conti- 
nueg, will be of no advantage, when God 
| IS his bleſſing. | v6 3:4. 


To Late the means. of grace taken from 
us, is truly painful; but to have them con- 
tinued, and be inſenſible of their worth, is 
till more deplorable. It is, however, to be 
lamented, that many, who are highly ſa- 
voured with outward privileges, and an ar- 


dent 9 are often unconſcious of thoſe 
bleſſings, 


£ 


45 


: 7 = 
| bleſſings, which ought to attend them. 
Thus it appears to have been with the Jew- 
iſh nation. The privileges granted to them 
were great; yet, into a worſhip, divinely 
authenticated by a long ſucceſſion of pro- 
phets, they introducedthings, that God had 
never appointed: for this reaſon, they 
were given up to ſtrong deluſions, in their 
religious ſervices, the preſence of God was 
withdrawn, and they were left to a vain con- 


 Fidence, in the inventions of men. This was 


an affecting ſituation, to which the Jews re- 
duced themſelves: the means of light and 


knowledge, and a pure worſhip continued 


among them; but becauſe of their corrup- 
tions, the bleſſing was witheld. They cal- 
led, but God would not anſwer them, for 
the light of his countenance was withdrawn, 
and they were left to the evil bias of their. 
own 1 0 | 


3. The Seca of life, ad the haſty 
approach of death, will moſt certainly put 
an end to our uſe of all the means of grace 
we now enjoy; though they thall remain 
nenen e 


ä Your 


[ 17 3 | 
\ Your. fathers, are they continued for 
ever ꝰ No !—the ſcene reſpecting them, is 
cloſed they are gone, and the places 
vhich once knew them, now know them 
no more for ever. Did they not long enjoy 
bleſſings of the like kind with thoſe which 
you now poſſeſs ? were they not once fa- 
youred with as much health and ftrength, 
as any one of you can boaſt? But where- 
are they now? they are gone for ever from 
the preſent ſtate! Look around you, my 
friends ;—ſome of you can doubtleſs recol- 
leR, that on ſuch and ſuch a ſpot, your pa- 
rents, or your children, or thoſe that were 
moſt dear to you in this life; uſed to worſhip 
God. But they are gone whuther their af. 
 feQtions carried them, in their worſhip, while 
| below. Their greateſt excellencies, their 
moſt amiable qualities, their engaging. and 
inſtructive examples could not procure a 
delay, either for themſelves, or for. thoſe, 
who moſt ardently , wiſhed their continu- 

ance: the ſilver cord is cut, the golden 
bowl is broken; and they {leep with the fa- 
thers, with the prophets, and with the apoſ- 
tles. Their voice is heard no more: no 
1 5 more 


| E 
more do their Kit ianruRions Tlie bur 
ears: no more do we perceive intereſting 
counſel proceed from their lips. Alas! 

how frail our lives, our comforts are of a 
mort duration; and our end is certain. 
Our enjoymenis are of a brittle ane | 
ſoon broken 3 pO en; MY e 

+ TH 75 v7 g 11119 B37 1209 
The dear delights; 461 lere enjoy, 

And fondly call our gn: 

8 but ſhort favours borrow'd mY 
2 1 be repaid a anon WY 


1 


| Te! means of Grice with reſet to our 
departed Friend, are ended ;—we ſtill have 
them in our poſſeſſion, how long they may 
be continued, or rather, how long we may | 
be continued in the enjoyment of them, is 
to us unknown, Certain it is, we muſt 
ſoon reſign them, and cloſe our eyes in 
death: for God hath determined an end 
to all the means of Grace with reſpect to 
thoſe, who, at preſent, enjoy them. We 
| HOW eome' to TOP e hogs, ene | 
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That thoſe, who have been the honoured 
inſtruments of delivering meſſages of grace 
and ſalvation, are not always to be con- 
tinued in that employment—and the n, 1 
ee ee 5 


Thoſe holy men, who, in oe times " 5 
ſucceſſively made known the divine will, 


vere highly favoured of God, as his meſ-- 8 : 


ſengers: he raiſed them up, and fitted them 
completely for the work, to which they 
were called; that his church might never 
be left without hope or ſeaſonable inſtruc- 


tion. For God, at ſundry times and in 


6 « divers manners, ſpake in time paſt unto 


_ © the fathers by the prophets.”* The me. 


ſages which they delivered, were divine 


and authentic. For the word of the Lord | 


came unto Jeremiah—ſaying, © Gird up 


* thy loins, and ariſe and ſpeak unto them, 


* all, that I command thee. 'S not that 
which thine own fancy dictates; but that 
Which I command thee. The ſervants of 


God muſt -not humour the times, muſt 


* Heb. i, 1. 6 Jer. i. 17. 
- .D TM not 


K 
not be pleaſers of men. The word which 
he hath commanded, that they muſt deli- 


ver; and however offenſive, faithful admo- 
nitions may be to perſons of corrupt minds, 


no part of the counſel of God can be ſup- _ 


preſſed; but the whole of it muſt be de- 
clared. RA: 
Cod raiſed up and ſent many Wander 
to his people before the captivity, to warn 
them of its approach: ſome continued dur- 
ing that afflictive ſeaſon, as Ezekiel, who 


faith, that as he was by the river Chebar, 


the heavens were opened, and he ſaw vi- 
fions of God: and it is added—the word 
of the Lord came expreſsly unto Ezekiel, 
the prieſt, and the hand of the Lord was 
there upon him: others were ſent to them 
after their return from captivity, ſuch as 
Haggai, and Zechariah, who makes this 
enquiry Do the prophets live for ever? 
Are we always to be continued with you? 
No !—former prophets and teachers have 
appeared among you—where are they 
now? They ſpake unto your fathers, as 
we do now unto you; but they died like 


8 21 1 
other men. We alſo are haſtening to our 
end we ſhalt ſoon be gone e are dying 
ereatures— the fenen. do en live . 
ever? 35 25 


Have 1 6 to alk you this 
. queſtion? No !—the opening grave, a- 
round which we ſtand, in which the re- 
mains of our departed Friend have juſt 


nao been depoſited, ſhall anſwer the queſ- 


tion; neither the prophets, nor the fathers 
live for ever. You have been favoured 
with one of the ſervants of God, who for 
near thirty - ſix years, laboured among you, 
with faithfulneſs and ſucceſs. But did you 
think that he would continue with you for 
ever? He is gone; never more ſhall you 
hear his voice in this place; but a day is 
haſtening on, when he will appear a ſwift | 
witneſs againſt impenitent ſinners ; you, 
_ careleſs ſinners, who rejected the meſſages 
our departed Friend delivered you, who 
negligently received the word, and indif- 
ferently attended its import—it is againſt 
you he will ariſe in judgment. He has fi- 
; niſhed his . and is gone: another you 


1 


3 No 5 - Wig TY Wh Let the word of God 
tterefore dwell richly in your hearts: for 
tie prophets, races] do not live for 


_ ever. * 


oy” On this part dank ſubject, . we may ob- 


ſerve, iſt. That the miniſterial labours of 


tte ſervants of God, are wiſely appointed 


£ 45 to eien and A in their e 


55 bee l fixed by his bes _ 
cannot be miſtaken; and in connection 


+ - with them every ſeemingly contingent. cir- 


6 cumſtance is alſo arranged. Thus it ap- 


pears to have been, with reſpett to the 
prophets of old: every part of their work 


Vas allotted them. Some indeed were ſent 


with peculiar meſſages, which when de- 
kvered, their work ceaſed; at leaſt, we 
hear no more of them afterwards; as it 


SN was with the prophet ſent to admoniſn and 


rebuke the people of Iſrael in the days of 
Sideon, we know nothing of him, beſide 

that ſingle mellage, recorded in the fixth 
chapter of Judges. There came alſo a man 


75 * God out of Judah, by the word of the 


Lord 
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Lord unto Bethel; to cry againſt a 
of Jereboam, built in that place: he delis 
vered his meſſage; and thus finiſhed his 


prophetic courſe. In like manner, Jonah 
was ſent upon a peculiar errand, and though 
unvilling to engage in it, yet the provi- 
dence of God compelled him to go to Ni- 
neveh; and having there delivered the 
meſſage committed to him, he appears to 
have finiſhed his work. There is, in this 
reſpect, ſome reſemblance between our 
Lord and his Miniſters: He came to do 
the will of his Father, whom he thus ad- 
dreſſes on the ſubject: “ I have glorified 
- thee on earth, I have finiſbed the work, 
which thou gaveſt me to do. God had a 
great work to perform amongſt the Gen- 
tiles; and the Holy Ghoſt ſeperated Bar- 
nabas and Saul for the accompliſhment of 
his counſel and will: but they continued 
not beyond the allotted period : © I have, 
| fays the Apoſtle, fought a good fight, 7 
have finiſhed my courſe, 1 have kept the faith.” 
Thus it is with faithful Miniſters: they 


ſoon Pe their office ; e paſs away 
and 


r 
2 like e en 


e Be dicultics os forage of 
e may meet with, yet the work, 
which _ hath. IHE them, all be. 7 
eee s þ 

This RE a on e abilities, 
nor needs the aid of ſecular power. Men 


may reject the meſſages of God, and con- 


ſpire againſt thoſe who deliver them; yet 
his word ſhall never fail in its effects, nor 
his work be left unfiniſhed. Permit me 
here to recall your attention to the pro- 
phet, who cried againſt the altar at Bethel. 
As he declared the word which was com- 
mitted to him, Jereboam ſtretched forth 
his hand to lay hold of him; but the pro- 
phet muſt not be interrupted: The hand 
ſtretched forth againſt him, was dried up. 
And yet this very prophet, having diſo- 
beyed che word of the Lord delivered to 
himſelf, afterwards came to an awful end. 
God preſerved him from the hand of man, 
| when 1 in the * of duty ; but having de- 
| viated, 


5 L 1 
ä viated, he did not eſcape the "pa 1 che 
lion. | 


. another of the Lord's pro- 
phets, being called to miniſter in holy 
things, was told he ſhould meet with great 
oppoſition; and yet his preſervation ſhould 
be ſure and certain. In reading his hiſtory, 
we perceive every part of this prediction 
accompliſhed: he was oppoſed by the 

King and the Princes, by the Prieſts and 


the People. And it is no leſs evident, that 


God was with him, and delivered him. 
They could not, by all their oppoſition, 
hinder his work from bog nn, 


Thus HS Paul was — and 
cruelly treated by his enemies the Lord 
ſtood by him, and ſaid—* Be of good cheer, 
Paul, for as thou haſt teſtified of me in Je- 


ruſalem, ſo muſt thou bear witneſs alſo at 
Rome.“ “ The difficulties therefore, which 


the moſt faithful miniſters have met with, 
could not impede the progreſs of the word 


* As xxiii. 11. 


of 
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of God: or hinder his work being per- 35 
fected; and yet theſe ſervants of God were | 


continued ouly: for an J time. 


3. When the will of God, tefpeRing his 


- miniſters is accompliſhed; and the work 


committed to them made perfect, their 


4 labours eloſe for ever, Jos ___ > are 


N to reſt. l 


Ke Elijah continued not one hour, 
beyond that which was fixed for his tranſ- 


lation to Heaven, and when Paul had 


finiſhed his courſe,” he looked only for the 
crown of righteouſneſs. Since the days of 
the Apoſtles, thouſands of faithful miniſ. 


ters, Who laboured in word and doctrine, 


have finiſhed their courſe and received their 


crowns: „Among theſe our departed Friend 


may be reckoned : his ſervices were 


appointed him, and the days of his mi- 
niſtrations numbered. F or ſix years, he 


laboured in another part of his Lord's 
| © vineyard ; but for near thirty-ſix years 
© paſt, in this place. But bis work is over . 
and done —the ſcene is cloſed for ever! 


60 The 
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The laſt public exerciſe in which he en -· 
0 gaged, was on the Sabbath of the 24th 
day of November, 1793, and his dif-. 
* courſe, was from thoſe words of our 
Lord be whole need not a phyſician, but 


« they that are fiat. This ſervice he per- 

« formed under great bodily indiſpoſition. 

Soon after he was taken with that pain- 

* ful complaint which wore out his ſtrength, 
and haſtened his end; he conſidered zz, 
as the breaking up of Nature; his mind 
was happily withdrawn from terreſtrial 
V objects, and fixed on heaven; fully per- 
* ſuaded his end was haſtening on, he would 
talk familiarly with death; not under the 
idea of an enemy, but of a friend: His 
time was not ſpent in fruitleſs complaints; 
but in pious admonitions, to alf who ei- 
ther viſited or attended him. The words 
© which proceeded out of his mouth, were 
« devotional and ſincere. It pleaſed God, 
through the whole of his affliction, to 
grant him compoſure of mind, ſerenity 
* and peace in his ſoul, together with re- 
ſignation to the divine will. How often 
© would he uy; o pains are indeed 


E . 


114 | 
te very great; but a ſenſe of what my bleſ- 
„ ſed Lord bore for wretched men, makes 
* my ſick- bed pleaſant. How often, ſaith 
<« he, have we ſung thoſe lines at the table 
of the Lord, 8 how ſweet. do 1 {till 1950 


80 en — 


"Now let our — 8 al . 
Our hearts no more repine 
| Our ſuff rings are not worth a oth, 
REN: Look md with thine. 


77 115 was hea filled with; joy. dk in 
” bee would cry out, O the bleſſedneſs 
* of heaven/!—I would not part with thoſe 
* views I have of it; nor that ſweet depen- 
dance I have on Jeſus, for all the world. 
« His ſoũl was indeed ſweetly ſet at liberty; 
and the pleaſures, which proceeded from 
real religion, ſurpaſſed every other enjoy- 
* ment. Oftentimes would he exhort thoſe 
around him, to conſider the ſhortneſs of 
life, the certainty of death, and the neceſ- 
«ſity of being intereſted in Jeſus Chriſt ; he 
would then pour out his ſoul with ferven- 
2 Rag wk faith he, when. ſhall J arrive at 
| that 


9 ] 

. «that bleſſed 1 where all my tears ſhall 
he wiped away, and ſorrow and ſighing 
be known no more. I deſire patiently to 
wait my heavenly Father's time for my 
* removal; but I hope it will not be long, 
* before he will take me to himſelf, He of- 
ten added, ſhould I reach heaven, I ſhall 
-* be a miracle of the grace of God; anda 
monument of his Love. As he approach- 
d ed nearer his end, and felt his ſtrength 
* decay, his proſpetts of glory became more 

* bright :—my heart, ſaith he, is filled with 


5 gratitude; for what am I, that God 


te ſhould thus diſcover himſelf? Can I for- 
bear exulting? No! I cannot; but hope 
J ſhall ſoon be releaſed. O death; where 


is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy vitto- 


„ry? Death has no ſting, it is taken away. 
When, therefore, will the time of my de- 
* parture come? Did you, my friends, 
* know how anx1ous I am to be gone, you 
«* would not grieve, or wiſh me to continue. 


A ſew hours previous to his departure, 


his ſtrength failed, and his ſpeech became 
* faltering and low. Among the laſt words 


* he was heard diſtinctly to utter, were a 
t teſti- 


Ts: 


5 teſtimony of affection to his bin 
WRT and he deparved in all the en erhöpe. | 


| It Sacks defer fins deceaſed Nad . 
to enter an eternal world on the Sabbath- 
day; the Lord gave him his requeſt; and 
juſt at that ſeaſon, when ſome of us came 
up hither to worſhip, his ſoul, we truſt, en- 

tered into everlaſting reſt. He continued 
ſenſible to the laſt, he ſmiled in death ; and 
fell aſleep ſweetly in Jeſus, without a'groan. 
Thus pleaſantly the ſcene cloſed ;—thus 
| M0 live, is e ;—thus to die, is . 


WMWMe now come to the third TW of our 
diſcourſe: That, thoſe who have heard 

the word of life, and thoſe alſo who have 

preached it, muſt both give a ſolemn ac- 
count to God. 


This is evidently implied in the words 
of our text, Your fathers, where are they ? 
They were once here - engaged in the ſame 
exerciſes, we now purſue—dwelling in the 
ſame houſes—tilling the ſame lands—walk- 

ing the lame ſtreets; and worſhiping God, 
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in the ſame places where we continue to 
aſſemble. But where are they now They 
no longer dwell with us; yet they have not 
ceaſed to exiſt—they are ſomewhere ſtill— ' 
they are in eternity: in the world of ſpi- 
rits: in that unchangeable ſtate, whither _ 
we are all haſtening. Thoſe of them, who 
lived and died in fin, who negletted the 
word of reconciliation, are in miſery and 


woe. But thoſe of them, who were inte- 


Teſted in Jeſus Chriſt and his ſalvation, are 
now in heaven ; and if we are enabled to 
caſt ourſelves on him for ſalvation, we alſo 
ſhall ſoon follow thoſe, who through faith 
and patience now inherit the promiſes. We 
muſt, however, appear before God, and give 
an account of thoſe means we have en- 

joyed. 
5 . | = 
Ihe prophets muſt alſo give an account 

of their ſtewardſhip to God, they do not 
always continue here. The treaſure is in 
earthen veſſels, ſoon broken: yet this af- 
fords-us conſolation, that notwithſtanding 
under {ſhepherds are removed, yet Jeſus 
the chief ſhepherd ever lives, yeſterday and 


to- 


| CEE]: 

to- day the ſame, and for ever. Miniſters 

ſhould conſider themſelves as dying men; 

and preach as thoſe who muſt ſoon cloſe 
their eyes in death. They know not which 
ſermon may be their laſt ; bu be la} mu 


- The people alſo ſhould look upon their 
miniſters as men, but of a ſhort duration 
in this world, treat them with tenderneſs. 
and love, while here, not knowing how 
ſoon they may be taken away. When 
good men are removed, the providence is 
afflictive, yet is often profitable. It is the 


unerring wiſdom of God, which regulates 


the moſt painful ſcenes: and even when 
thoſe, who were the glory of men, and at 
the ſame time, ornaments to the church, 
withered and fell, it was ſurely a ground 
of ſtrong conſolation, that the word of the 
Lord knows no change or variation : but 
ſtill liveth and abideth 112 ever. 
The Church, at the ſeaſon when our text 
was delivered, had Haggai and Zechariah 
as teachers, but did ey live for ever? 
No! 


C 38 1 


No The prophets of the Lord do not 
continue with us, but there is a ſtate: of 


bleſſedneſs coming on, where every lincere 
; nnn of God ib live: fen c >) 


T0 iron theſe 3 FOOTER Aden 
advantage, two obſervations are requiſite, 
the one, 'as it reſpects thoſe, Who attend 
the miniſtrations of the word they hear 
for eternity. The other, as it reſpetts thoſe 
who miniſter. in holy things they alſo 
preach for eternity: here, however, I ſhall 
not enlarge; but rather turn your attention 
to the providence which hath brought us 
together. Give me leave then to addreſs 
you, the near relatives of our | deceaſed 
Friend, and more eſpecially, you, ſo late 
his partner in life; but alas! he is now no 
more with us. You have loſt a tender, 
kind and affectionate huſband, yea, the 
ſtaff on which you leaned. Vet remember, 
it is not with God, as with the prophets; 
he liveth for ever, he {till continues to be 
the ſuccour of the juſt ; he, that upholds 
and conſoles his people in this world, re- 
ceives them in the next, where: he will 
L abide 


„ 
n. 


_ ation, the accumulated infirmities of age, 
become faithful monitors, that here is not 
your reſt. You ſhall go to him with whom 


you have long lived, but he ſhall. never 


more return to you. May I be allowed to 


ſay to the daughter of the deceaſed; Vou 


have loſt a parent —I ſay a parent in every 


good ſenſe of the word: and vithout 


calling your ſenſibility in queſtion, per- 
mit me to add, you know not yet the ex- 


tent of your Joſs. | You are now called to 


tread in painful Reps, before unknown: 

the path may be found rugged, but if ſanc- 
tified, it will be a profitable one. It may, 
perhaps, at once increaſe ſorrow, and yet 


afford relief under diſtreſs, to recollect 
how kind, how affectionate, as a father he 


was, whoſe abſence, you, at preſent, mourn. 
Ho often for you his pious care was exer- 
_ ciſed, for you his fervent prayers aſcended 
up to the throne of God !—with what at- 

 tefition his gentle hand guided your youth- 
ful ſteps; with how much ſkill, wh what 


© n affection, he poured out from an 


ardent 


Vou muſt indeed ſoon go off the ſage of 


t 


ardent/ heart, chaſte and wiſe es, 
for your welfare] but no he is gone;:;you 
hear his voice no more: yet you have been 
highly favoured : God has heard his petiti · 
ons, and anſwered his requeſts, by turning 
the faces of his children to that holy path, 
which che prophets, which your fathers have 
trodden; and may you, like them, inherit 
have you been favoured with a tender huſ- 
band, wich a prudent father, and with a 
faithful guardian. He died in a good old 
age. How: many are there, who juſt ſpring 
into liſe, look around them, and then are 
gone p- Others, who live juſt long enough 
to form endearing connections, and vainly 

reckon to themſelves, months and years to 
eome; but are ſuddenly ſnatched away from 
every object which they had fondly prized, 
It was not ſo with our departed Friend: he 
lived to ſee good, and you ſhared with him 
in various and continued bleſſings. We 
ſhould not, in affliction, forget our mercies; 
leaſt of all, thoſe benefits, whole happy ef- 
8 wa wil follow us to the laſt ſtage of our 


F | own 


o Mg Let; Hons; 5 rata 
 yoiir;grlef; ſhow to ochers how highly; you 


- ave been favoured; andnconſoleiFfyour: = 


. ſelves, wir the proſpetts of ſtill greaget 
yet to rex Hun bins vnc 
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And you, my . — members of 
inis church: you have loſt your Paſtor ; 


dhe n of you x spiritual facher. He love 


you; and laboured for your good; but now 


he is gone, and yow hear his voice no more! 


Remember him who had the rule over you: 
and follow him ſo far as he Vas enabled to 


follow Chriſt.” He is but guſt gone before 


you be will meet you again; and God 
grant it may be vv ich joy. Remember allo, 
for your comfort, though an under - hep 
herd is removed, Jeſus; Chriſt remams the 
ſame: though the prophets died, and the 


apoſtles: lived not for ever, in this world; 


yet the ward which they ꝓreached, {till a- 
bidles and changeth not:; what it ſaid of old, 
tion, it ſtill continues to affirm even now. 


He that died for your fins, lives and reigns 


for the preſervation ol his Church, and 
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beeard our! deceaſed Friend, without cer 
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and may the Lord direct your hearts, into 
{ the love of God, and the patient Waiting | 
: for Ghar 17 f n herr . #146 15 7 , SQ =: 
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Ace any here, ſo 5 to have 


2 


properly regarding the things which he de- 
livered ? Lou will indeed hear his voice 
no more; but if you live and die in fn; af 
you continue to reject the word, of life and 
ſalvation by Chriſt; he will be a ſwift wit- 
| neſs. againſt you, in the great, day of 1 
O that the Lord, would. now open. Jour 
1 heart and,rendex his work effettual.. 1 


i n 21935 i i 45 # Ln 1d | 

„ Shall we cloſe the ſcene; here ? No! mY 
Cannot. We muſt; carry, your, views: for- 
ward. The time is ſhort—that. righteous 


judgment, which will lay open every heart, 

is haſtening on, when miniſters and their 
| hearers muſt both give an impartial account 
of the deeds done by the body. Miniſters 
that have been faithful diſpenſers. of the 
| truth of God, ſhall obtain that teſtimony 
| e $3 AS 


alters, rough every agg. Look 0 m:; 
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of divine applauſe Well done thou good 
and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.“ To this very end they 
endure hardſhips and toil, while they watch 
over the ſouls of others, holding forth the 
word of life, that they may rejoice in the 
day of Chriſt, that they have neither run 
in vain, nor r laboured | in vain. #278 


ſ . £ 


eh as received the ed ſown, into 
good and honeſt hearts, ſuch as have re- 
Joiced in the teſtimony of Chriſt, ſuch as 
are not only hearers, but doers of the word, 
yielding their whole ſouls to the voice and 
inſtructions of God, ſhall receive a crown 
of glory, that fadeth' not away, and ſhall 
be honoured with that gracious ſalutation: 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom, prepared — 81 I *_ 
foundation of the R 
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